STATUTES AT LARGE

"PROVIDED, FURTIIER, That the Itistorical Commission is
hereby directed to investigate any historical spots in the State which
should be marked, and report its recommendations to the General
Assembly at the 1949 session."
By means of these provisos, the State Appropriation Act is sought
to be used to make radical changes in sections 2231-2241 inclusive of
the Code of Laws of 1942, which create the Historical Commission,
and N hich provide for the care and cubtody of the State's historical
archives, the encouragement of historical work and research in South
Carolina history, and the publication of official records and historical
material from tine to time.
This work has been entrusted to the Historical Commission by
law since 1905. The field is one of inestimable value to our people,
and should be handled with full recognition of the importance of
continuity of policy and responsibility, and by more than one man.
The provisos make the Historical Commission a mere figurehead,
and virtually turn the whole endeavor over to the secretary of the
commission, with the title of State Historian. His term of office is
extended for two extra years, with the obvious purpose and effect of
relieving him from the compulsory retirement required by the State
Retirement Act.
In considering the matter, I am not unmindful of the signal service
which he has rendered to his State, by his insistence on accuracy, his
remarkable fund of detailed information of South Carolina history,
and his assistance to a number of people who have written on that
history. We are grateful for the distinctive contribution which he
has made to our State.
After careful consideration of the effect of these provisos, I am
convinced that it is against the public interest to strip the Historical
Commission of practically all of its responsibility and functions. The
Commission, composed of flie respective heads of the chairs of his-
tory at the University, The Citadel, Clemson, and Winthrop, and
members elected by the United Confederate Veterans, the South Car-
olina listorical Society, and the American Legion, has rendered
faithful service throughout the years without compensation, and should
be permitted to continue to exist and function in the future in the
manner and with the power and authority given to it in the Code.
The Appropriation Act should not be used to suspend its authority
and impair its usefulness.
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